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Banlnng on Isla \lista

An Arts Renalssance Is Underway N the Student Party Ghetto
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Catherin Cole (l

j ) came up wrth the ldea for L. v Lwe, a shew that presents a vanetv of Iwe performance art mcludmg musue, theater, and |mpravmActor]playwng_i{f‘.f,r_ grad
| studeti‘t Jﬁdy Bauerléln (rlghtl helps mth the beokmg. Below, udents line up for a double blll of Crty of God and Scarface at the LV. Theater. Qo 5 .
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' b;”i ﬂ J. l'allallino o " i v | brldges through the arts. Cole s tenure here began seven Iust last week there was an arrest mth a gun mmltred
SR e R years ago but was interrupted by the birth of her son and The community has become dysfunctional”” s
i ?-f_r r:ﬂt fall the peeple ‘whe fermed the ﬂedg]mg LV. Lwe an illness that turned out to be a serious sarcoma. After 14~ “Yet clearly not everybody in L V is mterested in’ '__ge- |
| I'heater experiment were a little' worried. On the same  surgeries and major chemetherapy, Cole lost a leg, ampu— . drmkmg laughed Cole. S LR
K Fn 'f“ 7 night, in direct cenlpetltten with thelr stage o tated above the knee. This experience she decumented - Cole’s experience with the Urban Bushwemen mspu'ed
: _attraeuens, a group of former Film Studies students had mowngly in twe plays, Out on a Limb and Five Foot Feet. ~ her theater-—ln-the—eld-Bank of-America solution. She
~ booked the nearby Isla Vista Theater with an a]mest irrec  Named to an Acadenne Senate post, she wasasked to - found student interest very high because many would-?he
| '..{slstihle double bill: '.l"h_e Big Lebowski and Tron.Fora . Ene 1denufy an aspect or preblem in undergraduate culture theater groups could not locate venues for their perfet- |
O Frtday—mght happenmg' it was tempting eneugh to any - that peeple weren’t talking about. I really didn’t know at  mance ideas. She ingeniously empleyed grad smdeuts m

closet surrealist’s taste, but the film club had also managed ~ first what to thmk” she sald cenfesslng a fear she’d have to the role of booking agents for the Embarcadero site.
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~ to land Jeff Bndges, in persen, to comment on the star _-ftackle the queasy quag mire of general-edueauen requlre- - -(Acter/playwnght Judy Bauerlein gets' course credit and
“roles he pla}red as the Bude and Clu, respecuvely, in these ments Suddenly she realized that Isla Vista offeredan - cash for the giant job;, currently; Christy Julin books'the

- films. Faced Wl«&u cempetltten, ‘who weuld turn eut _,,ppertumty to brlng her urban expertence to bear onan . . films at Magic Lantern) In the past they have heeked a
fora spetef Jmprev ina cunverted classroom? . ""--?f’; issue most professors had written off a l,eng urne age .;_ | _-':_; _; --'_-‘-]f-_nurnher ef bands, poets, and perfennanee pleees, aud alse
. “We were sure it was bad news; sa1d Cethenne Cale, the | '-So called life in the student ghetto._ SR "~ 'have hopes of putting tegether spoken art eVEIlll‘lgS like

Dramatic Arts prefesser who'd reeently stirred up’ students Cele got sudden and dramatic aid from physms prefes- - poetry slams. One of the most sansfymg aspects of her

~into effenng theater nights as a possible alternativeto jser Harry Nelson, whom she likes to call a “closet human- ‘experlenee was the support she has ebtamed—uuth ease— |

" booze ingestion at Del Playa parties. “But not only did the  ist” Besides that, however, certain events combined to- = from the umversuy itself, which thus far has funded every-
Bndges show do well, we got a full house too. And there =~ make L.V. a burning topic. “A confluence of bad publicity - ~ thing.* ga in saying I need money for semethmg and ‘Vu:e

~ was an energy on the streets— there was a feeling that ‘including the Rolling Stone article about porn filmmakers Chancellur Gene Lucas says, Tl get it for you, ” said ":;f%'f,L'_le,_.

- -semethmg was happemng in this part of LV. for a ehange, - recruiting parties, which Dateline picked up. And, of "whe also praises Chancellor Yang’s duect mvelvernen:t
from the theater all the way to Freebirds” =~ o course, there was the David Attias incident last year, as well This Fnday, the university will baek up its mterest in the
~That the experiment was repeatable was berne out last ~ as the increasing Halloween coverage,” she said. | future of I.V. by hosting a planning meetlng in the San Rafael
% 'Frtday mght when 400 people turned out to seeadouble ~  Meanwhile, Chancellor Henry Yang had taken on the . dorm. Here interested architects, planners, and de51gners will

bill of City of God and Scarface for $4. The entertainment  student city as a cause, too. “Turns out he walks Del Playa  be asked to submit fantasy plans to help build on thisbur-
lasted until 2 a.m., at what is now being called “The Magic like a beat on weekend nlghts, said Cole. “He triesto bea ~ geoning relationship, with an idea already in place to remove .
- Lantern”—the LV. Theater s name in its 1960s glory days - regular at parties,” she said. And, while Cole is first to men- the so-called “eucalyptus curtain” between campus and sub-

The nicest irony, of course, is that Cole’s LV, Live variety ~ tion the positive side of the Isla Vista experience for stu- ~ urb. The public is welcome and sheuld contact Cole at
“show takes place in that arch-icon of the 1960s Isla Vista, ~ dents who need a measure of autt.:snen:t}r to learn grewn—np.  cole@dancedrama.ucsb.edu for more mfennatldn. 9 _;
the former Bank of Amerlea, built on the site of the bank - hehawer, she thmks that LV.is ne.t rea]ly what 1t used to After the Jeff Bridges harmonic convergerice, Cole

appreached Janet Walker in the Film Department to see 1f

they could book something regular in L.V. Theater too. “Her

| respense was immediate, suggesting two former students who

W ‘were happy to come on board,” she said. Already, six weeks of

o  exciting double features are promised—for a schedule, go to -
- www. megtcluntemﬁlms org. Nobody believes that the city will |
turn from party HQ to bastion of the artsin a few weeks, but
Cole was turned on by the magic she saw there last week. She

© isalso makinga giant banner to hang on her Phoenix Theater
. experiment, with a design found in a recent College of

| "-C_;reauve Studies art exhibit, entitled “We Love LV.”

" “Maybe we can change the minds of some professers

: 'whe believe that Isla Vista is a cesspool and that students
like it that way,” said Cole. “T'll be happy if we can at least
d1srupt that stereetype about UCSB sl:udeuts B

‘that burned for our sins. “I always wanted to rename the
Erubarcadere Bulld,lng the Phoenix Theater,” sa1d Cole,

~ who is otherwise less flippant about creating a new culture
for the underrepresented sober members of the college
town. The group’s shows combine monologues, live poetry,
off-kilter bands, and a continuing experiment in long- -form

~improv called “Whole Cloth.” “We’ve averaged about 200
peeple each Illght sald Cele - |

* Culture Comes to w.
Cole’s interest in importing culture to Sin Clty came =
almost by chance, but reflects a lifetime of related activi-
ties. Raised in Detroit, Cole spent a summer in Tallahassee,
Florida, with the Urban Bushwomen, a New York-based -

-.dance troupe that travels the eeuntry ereat:lng con*ununlty
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